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More ‘Reming’
survivors in Bicol
get new houses

By Jaymee T, Gamil Q LTHOUGH “REMING” STRUCK

il i Albay more than a year ago,
nongovernment agencies com-
tinue to help rebuild the lives of
families left homeless by the su-

pertyphoon.

In Dz a town, the Habitat for Humani-
ty turned over 53 completed houses at the
Barangay Anislag Resettlement Site to the
displaced residents of Barangay Binitayan,
in the same town

“They were so happy they were crying.
They worked hard for this day” Oliver
Coronado, Habitat's yice president for in-
ternal affairs in Bicol, said.

Another 350 families were given asstr-
ance of permanent shelter during the
groundbreaking ceremonies in Camalig town
by the International Organization for Migra-
tion (I0M), which is funded by the US Agen-
cy for International Development (USAID).

Fifty more houses will be turned over in
Naga City in Camarines Sur, Coronado said.

Construction of the 53 houses was funded by
Compassion International Bicol Rehabilitation
Program, which pledged to build 625 houses
during the Bicol Express Caravan in September
last year. The caravan, sponsored by NGOs and
mounted by volunteers from Bicol and Manila,
aimed to build 2,000 shelters in Anislag.

A shelter unir, brightly colored and mea-
suring 30 square meters, costs P70,000. It
has concrete walls and steel frames that al-
low a second-floor expansion. -




(Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer, 1/31/08, page A14)



